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OFFICE OF THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR DORSET 
 

ETHICS AND APPEALS SUB COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of Meeting held on 5 April 2016 
 
 

A meeting of the Ethics and Appeals Sub Committee was held at Police Headquarters, 
Winfrith on 5 April 2016 at 10.00am. 

 
 

Present: Mr C W Weston MBE JP (Chair)  
 Mr A Clarke (Vice-Chair)  
 Mr S Hoskins 
    
Also Present: Mr D Steadman, Chief Executive, OPCC 
 Superintendent P Windle, Head of Professional Standards, Dorset Police 
 Mrs E Houston, Force Crime and Incident Registrar, Dorset Police 
 Mrs Y Fenwick, Executive Support Manager, OPCC  
  
 
ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
1. That Mr C W Weston MBE JP be elected as Chair for the year 2016/17. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
2. Apologies were received from Miss K Brownjohn. 
 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 
 
3. That Mr A Clarke be elected as Vice-Chair for the year 2016/17. 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
4. No declarations of personal or prejudicial interests under the Code of Conduct 

were received from members. 
 
MINUTES 
 
5. The minutes of the meeting held on 17 December 2015 were accepted as a true 

record of proceedings and were confirmed. 
 
CRIME DATA QUALITY COMPLIANCE  
 
6.1  Mrs Houston presented the report which provided members with information on crime 

data quality compliance for the period October to December 2015.  Members 
acknowledged the improvement in the recording of crime in line with the National 
Crime Recording Standard.  

 
6.2 Domestic Abuse incidents had been audited to assess whether they had been closed 

correctly as a crime or not a crime in accordance with the National Crime Recording 
Standard (NCRS).  Of the 655 cases audited, there had been a total of 117 failures 
over the 3 month period.  For reporting purposes, categories audited are reported by 
exception where compliance falls below 80%.   The figures had been October 2015 – 
75%, November 2015 – 83% and December 2015 – 89%.   The incidents audited had 
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been deemed to have failed because there had been insufficient information on the 
incident log to determine whether a crime had occurred or the incident log did not 
contain sufficient justification to negate a crime being recorded under NCRS.     

 
6.3 In relation to Sexual Offences Incidents, 258 cases had been audited with 37 failing.   

Compliance figures had been October 2015 – 80%, November 2015 – 87% and 
December 2015 – 89%.   

 
6.4 Mrs Houston added that in March 2016 Dorset were a pilot force for the national 

HMIC Crime Data Integrity Inspection. In the sample of incidents and crimes 
reviewed, the findings showed improvements in compliance within violence offences, 
sexual offences and all other crime categories. 

 
RESOLVED 
 
7. That the report be noted. 
 
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING PANEL MINUTES 
 
8. The draft minutes of the Independent Custody Visiting Panel held on Monday 25 

January 2016 were noted by members.   
 
DIP SAMPLING 
 
Complaints Files 
 
9.1 The Chair presented the results of dip sampling which had been undertaken by him 

and Mr Hoskins in the last quarter.  Six files had been inspected and found to 
generally be in good order.    

 
9.2 Mr Hoskins had noted the letter sent to complainants referred to Local Resolution 

leaflets provided with the letter which had not been included.   
 
9.3 Superintendent Windle explained that the process would be under review following 

the introduction of the Professional Standards Department business case coming to 
fruition with the Strategic Alliance, although further changes in legislation required 
PCCs to deal with local appeals and would provide them with the option to choose to 
deal with other elements of the complaints process. 

 
In House Appeals 
 
9.4 The results of the dip sampling of in house appeals undertaken by Mr Weston and Mr 

Hoskins were presented to Members.   Two files had been inspected and were found 
to be in good order.   

 
9.5 Superintendent Windle explained the circumstances behind one of the cases.     
  
RESOLVED 
 
10. That the reports be noted and dip sampling would be undertaken by Mr Clarke and Mr 

Hoskins on 9 June 2016. 
 
PCC DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND OPCC GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY REGISTER 
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11. Members were provided with the usual update regarding the Commissioner’s 
declarations of interest and the wider OPCC gifts and hospitality register of items 
received and/or refused.  

 
RESOLVED 
 
12. That the report be noted. 
 
LEGALLY QUALIFIED CHAIRS 
 
13. The Chief Executive presented the report on Legally Qualified Chairs who were 

appointed and received induction training at Devon and Cornwall Police Headquarters 
earlier on in 2016, and would be visiting Dorset in the near future.  The Chief 
Executive outlined the recruitment process followed.    

 
RESOLVED 
 
14. That the report be noted.   
 
CODE OF ETHICS 
  
15. Superintendent Windle presented the Code of Ethics Action Plan to members.  It had 

been noted that although some activities had been ongoing, a vast majority had been 
completed.   

  
RESOLVED 
 
16. That the report be noted.  
 
RESTRICTED 
 
INDEPENDENT POLICE COMPLAINTS COMMISSION (IPCC) LEARNING THE LESSONS 
BULLETIN 24 
 
17. Superintendent Windle provided members with a verbal response to the issues raised 

on the IPCC Learning the Lessons Bulletin 24. He advised that Dorset Police had 
initiated changes in response to the bulletin.   

 
RESOLVED 
 
18. That the report be noted.  
 
DORSET POLICE BUSINESS INTERESTS AND GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY REGISTER 
 
19. The Gifts and Hospitality registers for the Chief Constable and Force personnel were 

circulated to the Members for reference and were noted.  Superintendent Windle 
updated members on issues arising from the register.  

 
RESOLVED 
 
20. That the report be noted.   
 
COMPLAINTS REVIEW  
 
21. Members noted the updates on the cases where further information had been 

requested and considered the list of complaints provided by the Professional 
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Standards Department.  Superintendent Windle provided an update to members on 
the situation with DBS checks and advised that guidance would be issued in relation 
to Disposal of Property.  He noted which cases the Committee would like to receive 
further information on at the next meeting 

 
RESOLVED 
 
22. That the report be noted and further information on the cases highlighted would be 

brought to the next Committee meeting, along with the guidance on the disposal of 
property.   

 
 
Meeting ended at 11.30 am 

 


